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Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LA PAZ 02521 281318 Z 
52 

ACTION ARA-17 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 OMB-01 RSR-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-09 

H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-01 

SS-15 USIA-12 AID-20 SSO-OO NIC-01 A-01 M-03 SY-10 

OPR-02 OC-06 CCO-OO PC-04 /133 W 

058106 

R 272151 Z APR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9744 
INFO USCINCSO 

UNCLAS LA PAZ 2521 

USCINCSO FOR POLAD 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, BL 

SUB J : NEWSMAN' S HOUSE MACHINE GUNNED 

1. THE HOUSE OF HOY DIRECTOR MARIO VARGAS WAS MACHINE GUNNED 
BY UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIDUALS IN EARLY MORNING HOURS OF APRIL 26. 
VARGAS AND HIS FAMILY WERE UNHARMED, BUT TWO WATCHDOGS WERE 
SHOT TO DEATH. IN COMMENTING ON THE INCIDENT VARGAS STATED 
THAT HE DID NOT BELIEVE THAT THE INCIDENT WAS PERSONAL AS HE HAD 
NO PERSONAL ENEMIES NOR WAS HE INVOLVED IN POLITICAL ACTIVITES. 
HOWEVER, HE OPINED THAT THE MACHINE GUNNING WAS " AN IRRESPONSI- 
BLE ACT OF POLICE AUTHORITIES WHO WERE POSSIBLY SEEKING SOME 
WELL- KNOWN POLITICIAN ". MININTEIOR OFFICIALS REJECTED THAT 
ACCUSATION, STATING THAT NO POLICE FUNCTIONARIES WERE 
INVOLVED AND PROMISING A FULL INVESTIGATION. 

2. COMMENT: A NATIONAL POLICE OFFICIAL TOLD EMBOFF THAT 
MININTERIOR OFFICIALS WERE IN THE PROCESS OF RAIDING A NEARBY 
POLITICANS HOUSE WHEN THE POLICE FIRED IN ATTEMPT TO FRIGHTEN 
POLITICAN, WHO WAS ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE, INTO SUBMISSION, 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LA PAZ 02521 281318 Z 

CARLESSLY HIT HOUSE OF CARGAS. WE INFORMED THAT MININTERIOR 
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ARCE HAS PERSONALLY APOLOGIZED TO VARGAS FOR INCIDENT. 
SIRACUSA 



UNCLASSIFIED 

NMAFVVZCZ 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** UNCLASSIFIED 
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Image Path: 
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Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 
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